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AR LHL | RN E B < (Learning English by Playing Games)
Course Title
P i * =< 7 (Andrew Macwood)
Instructor
PRPER | R K2 R 24P
Hours
FHEFA v s EBFLE32AX
2 4 (=)

Participants

#A2F ¥ | To improve English subconsciously by involvement in an activity
Le_arn!ng designed to use multiple skills (organization, thinking, etc.) and
Objectives | designed to be enjoyable, with little direct emphasis on English.
¥4 Cards, pen and paper, electronic dictionary
Materials
Used
First game: Teasure Hunting
Students (in teams) are required to find information on the 6" floor,
on other floors of this building, as well as outside the building, and in
three cases outside the school boundary, with the first team to
M 7EE | complete the list of tasks being declared the winner.
Procedures Second games:
Students are given cards. In each of the card, there is a half of a
sentence. Students are required to walk about the room to match the
cards in order to form complete sentences.
1. The result of the survey indicates that of most of the participants
(62%) were satisfied with the overall design of the program.
- 2. 83% of the participant thought the program helped to increase
their interest in leanring English.
Outcomes
3. Only 34% of the participants said they were actively involved in
the games.
1. Some of the students were forced to take part in the program
' because their English teachers required them to do so. Therefore,
&R : i
Findings they were quite reluctant to participate when the program started.

However, after the initial indifference, the majority of the students
seemed to really enjoy the activity.

2. From the students’ feedback, it would probably be a worthy
competition, with cash prizes, and an increased number of tasks,
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but only for groups/teams of students, so that they can use their
organizational skills.

3. But an extra set of indoor tasks are needed in case the weather

should be inclement.

oy
Suggestions

=W [FiER Short-term Suggestions

It may be prudent to get a few classes of students to perform this, or a
variation of this activity, in order to get more feedback regarding how
enjoyable it is, and whether or not they think it aids their learning of
English, or at least, their attitude towards learning English (given that
it is quite a fun game)

¢oE ik Long-term Suggestions

If it is a must for students to attend activities, enforce each class to
attend at least one event each term, but during their class hour. This
can be given to them by their teacher. From the feedback from the
game show, some students (clearly the less lazy ones) like the treasure
hunt activity, but many more like the written activities, such as
crosswords, lian lian kan, anagrams, etc. These are easy to produce,
and can be done so for different levels of ability, so that it would not
be an obstacle for each class to participate in one of these activities.
Regarding crosswords, for a class like dian ji, which is a pain in the
arse, an easy crossword, and/or a crossword related to computer
terminology could be created. If every student takes part in an activity
like this as part of their class, the following term we could have a
series of competitions, along similar lines, and of varying difficulty,
and all the students would know what the competitions would be like,
having taken part in something similar in advance.

In addition, if students are willingly going to participate in any
activities, then extra conversation opportunities may be worthwhile,
especially as there are a number of students who would probably like
talking to me, and/or they may not be able to attend during the
allotted coffee shop times.

There may also be one or two of the current activities which could be
retained, but judging by the number of unforced attendees, | doubt it.
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PAR LA | e 2w 42 (English Coffee Shop)
Course Title

$euck g7 | Caleb Ho ~ Jan Sun % f#

Instructor

$eipF e | Jan: 28H

Hours Caleb: 28H
PN ] 365 A =x
2 A (=)

Participants

Motivate and build student confidence in speaking English in the

areas of:

1. Family Life

2. Times & Schedules

2P % | 3. Home
Learning 4. Food
Objectives | 5. Clothes & Weather

6. Health

7. Shopping

8. Transportation

9. Sports, Hobbies, & Interests

i 1. Flashcards
?{ﬁ 2. Communicative activities designed by Coffee Shop team for to all
Materials learner levels
Used
1. Introduce vocabulary with flashcards
2. Reinforce vocabulary with fun speaking games and peer-review
N F5E | Mini-grammar lessons related to the weekly topic
Procedures | 3. Integrate vocabulary and grammar with the topic into a task-based
speaking/listening activity.

1. Students are having fun in class, improving their confidence, and
more willing to speak. Overall satisfaction with the Coffee Shop
is outstanding, with the program receiving an average score of
93% in this area.

2. Student attitude towards the Coffee Shop program is extremely
high, with 98% of all students feeling that the program will

X % improve their motivation to learn English, 95% feeling that they
Outcomes will improve their spoken English, and another 95% providing
positive feedback with vocabulary learning.

3. Student motivation and oral abilities are the top goals of the

program, but students are also very satisfied with the
opportunities to develop teamwork skills through the small
classroom environment and communicative activities of the
program, providing a 98% positive feedback in this area
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Findings

The addition of skilled English to Chinese translators has been a
tremendous success. Low level students are less intimidated and
able to enjoy activities right away and high level students are able
to move along at a faster pace. Classroom management is much
easier and the result is that everyone is able to spend more time on
practicing the important activities that reinforce the class topic.

]
Suggestions

> ¥ {7:=23  Short-term Suggestions

1.

Keep encouraging students to come. It sometimes takes students
one or two classes to adjust to the challenges of classes conducted
entirely in English, but once students come a few times, they
improve their confidence and find the coffee shop to be fun and
interesting.

¢ £ #pizzk  Long-term Suggestions

1.

Students that are able to perform well on standardized tests are not
always able to use spoken English fluently, so the Coffee Shop
Program is an important opportunity to improve fluency outside
of their normal English classes. The purpose of the Coffee Shop is
to boost students’ confidence and ability to speak and listen to
English, but these improvements in spoken English do not
necessarily translate to high performance in grammar and testing.
Once students fall behind in the basic mechanics of English, it
often becomes difficult for them to keep up with class. | believe a
grammar program based around the small classroom environment
and fun approach of our conversation Coffee Shop could be a
great help to many of the students at CUST that directly impacts
their academic performance on standardized tests and in their
English classrooms.
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